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in education

Following on from a successful pilot 
this year with the Polycom Literary 
Festival, and from requests and 
feedback from customers, Polycom is 
proud to announce its 2011 Australia 
and New Zealand program. 

The Polycom Special events program 
has been running successfully in North 
America for many years and as more 
content providers across Australia and 
New Zealand come on board, we are now 
able to extend this program to schools in 
this region. 

Questacon had a busy few months of 
activity, kicking off in August with a video 
conference event to launch the National 
Science Week lecture tour, featuring 
science communicators and special guest, 
Australian polar explorer Tim Jarvis. This 
was followed by an exciting event hosted 
by Bobby Cerini, “Robot World Live”, 
including a live audience, onstage expert 
panel and robotics teams from University 
of Queensland, University of Western 
Australia, University of Technology Sydney, 
Australian National University and ABB 
Robotics. The event included discussion 
with a robo-ethicist from the University 
of British Columbia (Vancouver) and 
an interactive video conference with 
discussion and questions from NSW public 
schools and regional Catholic schools.

Most recently, Questacon held a video 
conference with Ruben Meerman, ABC’s 
Surfing Scientist to celebrate the 25th 
Anniversary of the Shell-Questacon 
Science Circus which linked to primary 

The Museum of Contemporary Art (MCA) is committed to making contemporary art 
accessible for a wide range of audiences. It offers a range of educational programs 
including major public lectures themed around MCA exhibitions, contemporary issues 
in the visual arts, design, architecture or film and practical and theoretical schools 
programs for primary, secondary and tertiary students. 

In partnership with Telstra, MCA looks forward to offering virtual art excursions starting 
in March 2011 to schools in Australia and New Zealand.  Watch for details in our 
February 2011 Newsletter.

Polycom to launch  
Special Events program in 2011

Questacon celebrates National Science Week
Robot World Live and 25th Anniversary of the Shell-Questacon Science Circus.

The virtual events will coincide and support 
existing events in the education calendar 
as well as curriculum. Running from March 
to October, the events lineup includes; 
International Maths Day, Asian Contemporary 
Art Week, National Youth Week, World Press 
Day, various Australian Indigenous events, 
World Environment Day, National Science 
Week and Children’s Book Week.

For more information and to stay informed on the 
latest event updates, please log on to CAPspace, 
see the last page for details on how to register or 
visit www.polycom.com.au/education.

Special Points 
of Interest
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classes in East Gippsland VIC, Parkes NSW 
and Sydney. The session included several 
music and science related activities 
including making a rubber-glove-a-phone!

For more information on Questacon’s 
exciting program or to book a Virtual 
Excursion, visit to Content Provider Portal 
www.vccontentproviders.org or email 
rbunzli@questacon.edu.au

> Polycom Special Events 
program 2011

> ANU School of Music – new 
Content Provider launches 
Music Education Program

> Polycom Special Events 
Launch – Literary Festival 

> Connect with other schools 
and content providers with a 
Polycom trial

WeLcome to our second edition of  

Polycom in Education newsletter.

We have been very busy these 

past few months with new content 

providers and events whilst 

preparing for a wonderful 2011 for 

education with the Polycom Special 

Events program ... all of which you 

can read about in this issue.

Take a sneak peek at Museum of Contemporary Art, coming 
March 2011 to the Polycom Content Provider Program

We welcome feedback, ideas and 
adding educators to our newsletter 
mailing list, please contact one of 
our education team in your region  
(see last page for contact details)

Happy reading and wishing you 
a wonderful festive season!
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In July, Polycom was a sponsor 
of Questnet 2010 Conference in 
Queensland, a conference aimed 
at network technologists and ICT 
professionals in the education market. 

Polycom demonstrated the innovative 
use of high definition video in education 
specifically Live Music Mode, by 
connecting to ANU School of Music.  
Two music students from Benowa 

ANU virtual ‘BIG GIG’ workshop

Videoconference is MORE 
than just communicating ... 

it’s sharing your experiences 
and ideas with the world!

Polycom doesn’t just 
manufacture equipment for 

education, we help find content 
and schools to collaborate with 

you after you purchase it.

Polycom Australia Launches its 
2011 SPECIAL EVENTS Program 

(see last page for details) ANU School of Music uses POLYCOM HDX HD 1080p technology

State High School in Queensland 
participated on our stand and received 
a professional Master Class on Classical 
Guitar from the Head of School – 
Professor Adrian Walter.

Polycom’s science content provider, 
Questacon also dialed in to our stand 
and demonstrated the science of how 
fires can build up quickly during bush 
fire season. 

Streaming Music into Schools:  
Live-streamed Concerts and Videoconferencing at the ANU School of Music

QuestNet 2010 Conference: Bringing interactive 
music and science lessons to attendees

The ANU School of Music officially launched as a Polycom Content Provider this 
month, by offering a number of concerts and interactive music sessions to schools 
around Australia and New Zealand by videoconference. 

The School’s Music Education Program (MEP) offered a selection of FREE 45 minute 
Teacher Professional Development sessions and various 30 minute Class Music 
Workshops in the lead up to their Live-streamed “Big GIG” on 29th October, 2010. 

In addition, musician’s James Larsen (Cello) and Tegan Peemoeller (Harp) played 
live from Canberra over the public internet to 1900 Teachers at ULearn 2010, held in 
Christchurch NZ on 6 Oct. They were joined by Caitlin Ayers (Flute) and Tom Azoury 
(Clarinet) at our new Polycom Melbourne Technology Solutions Centre on 4 October.

The Australian National University, School of Music officially launched as 
a Content Provider; with a VIRTUAL ‘BIG GIG’ WORKSHOP and a number of 
Virtual Concerts into New Zealand and Melbourne.

To celebrate becoming a new Content 
Provider, The ANU School of Music is 
seeking Australian and New Zealand 
schools to participate in a variety of 
other educational trials as they prepare 
their program of videoconference 
outreach programs for delivery next 
year. Imagine your class engaging in a 
master music class! If your school would 
like to be involved in FREE trials as part 
of this exciting initiative please contact 
Kirsty Guster for more information.

Stay Tuned ... In 2011, to support 
schools and educational organisations 
worldwide, the ANU School of Music will 
partner with the Manhattan School of 
Music to deliver program content and 
to provide “best practice” in distance 
learning music exchanges between the 
two continents.

contact: kirsty.guster@anu.edu.au 
Website: www.music.anu.edu.au

New Content Provider available  
to New Zealand Schools: 

National Library of New Zealand  
At this time, only schools and public libraries from NZ 
are able to book sessions.  We will keep you posted 
regarding this changing to a global program in 2011. 
Contact Lynnette Whitfield for more information.
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During the past month, Dr. David 
McKinnon (from CSU’s Remote 
Telescope Project), has been providing 
professional development courses to 
enthusiastic teachers in Wyoming on 
Robotics, Managing Energy and Remote 
Observing.   In addition to this, David 
has been working with an Observatory 
in Sheridan, Northern Wyoming so that 
Australian and New Zealand students 
can access a telescope in the Northern 
Hemisphere during our school time and 
reciprocates for schools via a Southern 
Hemisphere telescope in their school 
time. In our last issue, we wrote about 
the June link up to 42 schools in United 
Kingdom to show them Australia’s 
beautiful Southern Cross.

The Remote Telescope Project is 
an initiative of Dr. David McKinnon, 

Teachers from United States dial in during 
their day to view our Australian stars

Associate Professor, Faculty of 
Education, Charles Sturt University, 
Bathurst. The project delivers to primary 
and secondary schools with learning 
packages developed for the curricula 
on Earth and Space. The CSU Remote 
Telescope Project has been running 
(without videoconferencing) for the past 
10 years, and as of 20 June, Polycom’s 
HDX 8000 High Definition was installed 
to enhance and extend the program. 
The program has received a number of 
educational and excellence awards.  

Please visit their website  
http://black-hole-net.mit.csu.edu.au/telescope/

Schools across Australia and New 
Zealand linked up for a two week Literary 
Festival in celebration of ‘Australian 
Book Week’.  Ten Authors and one award 
winning journalist were brought into 
Polycom offices across the country to 
connect with schools in Victoria, South 
Australia, NSW and New Zealand.

Authors discussed (and read) from their 
latest books to a total of 546 students 
ranging from kindergarten to year 12 
across Australia and New Zealand.  

Questions from the illustrations, to story 
inspirations, to how they became authors 
were asked by the students. The literary 
festival brought the children’s books 
alive and added a new dimension to the 
books that the students were reading.

Students speak live with Authors at the 
Polycom Literary Festival, 16–27 August, 2010

CSU Remote Telescope Project uses POLYCOM HDX HD 1080p technology

For more information, or to book a session with CSU Remote Telescope,  
please contact:  Dr David mcKinnon, Associate Professor in Teacher Education 
Charles Sturt University Bathurst Campus, NSW Australia dmckinnon@csu.edu.au

Authors included: 
Chris Hammer The River

 Laurie Wilson Award Winning  
  Journalist

 Deb Fitzpatrick 90 Packets of  
  Instant Noodles

 Kate Forsyth The Wildkin’s Curse

 Jeni Mawter Launched

 Jacqueline Harvey  Alice-Miranda  
  at School

 Nadia Wheatley My Place

 Stephen Measday Send Simon Savage

 Ursula Dubosarsky The Terrible Plop

 Jo Oliver Tatiara

 Sandy Fussell Polar Boy

In November, Green Cross Australia 
will be launched as an official Polycom 
Content Provider enabling schools to 
virtually work on their Green Lane Diaries 
with Green Cross staff.  
The Green Lane Diary is a curriculum 
linked education program designed 
by environmental educators to help 
tens of thousands of 10-12 year olds 
across Australia become aware of the 
stresses our planet confronts and how 
sustainable living can make a difference.
By working through topics from water, 
waste, energy and biodiversity, young 
people turn 10 weeks of discovery into a 
Green Scrapbook which can go into the 
draw to win terrific prizes!

For more information on content programs 
contact mara Bunn 07 3003 0644 or email 
info@greencrossaustralia.org 

Green cross Australia uses 
PoLYcom High Definition technology

Deb Fitzpatrick, author of “90 Packets of 
Instant Noodles” and high school students 
from Swifts Creek School, Swifts Creek, VIC.

Jacqueline Harvey, author of “Alice-Miranda 
at School” and kids from Swifts Creek 
School in Swifts Creek VIC.

Take a sneak peek 
 at Green Cross   
 Australia coming  
 Nov 2011 to the   
 Polycom content 
 provider program
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These are some of the questions 
curious students at Haast Rural School 
were able to ask Prime Minister John 
Key mid this year.  

Polycom partner in New Zealand, 
Asnet Technologies, partnered with NZ 
Ministry of Education and NZ Ministry of 
Economic Development to provide loan 
videoconference equipment as part of 
a recent trial to test the effectiveness of 
broadband via satellite. 

ACT • QLD • NT • New Zealand
Lynnette Whitfield 
ANZ Vertical Business Manager, Education
Direct: +61 2 9978 8075
Email: Lynnette.Whitfield@polycom.com

NSW
Troy Andrew 
Vertical Account Manager
Direct: 02 9978 8021
Email: Troy.Andrew@polycom.com

VIC • SA• TAS
Tiffany Waugh 
Vertical Account Manager
Direct: 03 9935 2718 
Tiffany.Waugh@polycom.com

WA
Chris Boardman 
WA Regional Sales Manager
Direct: 08 9288 1742 
Chris.Boardman@polycom.com

 education contacts

education without borders. knowledge without limits

How will you register for  

the 2011 programs?  

Via CAPspace! 

Make sure you register today so you’ll 

find out when registrations start! 

All Polycom Special Event Programs are 

FREE of charge and only available to 

Polycom equipped schools. 

You will need to nominate your school an 

“Event Coordinator” then register for our 

events starting in February 2011.

Visit: http://projects.twice.cc/  Add LYNNETTE 

WHITFIELD and all the Education Polycom Account 

Managers as your “Friends” then feel free to ask 

us for any assistance!

Join CAPspace 
and start 

collaborating 
around the 

planet, today!

The event proved a huge success!  
Teachers also had the opportunity to 
take part in professional development, 
classes engaged in virtual field trips 
and the local fisherman did their first aid 
training, all without leaving Haast!

The Haast region is situated in the heart 
of Te Wāhipounamu World Heritage Area 
on the West Coast of New Zealand, with 
a population of approximately 300 and 
is a farming, fishing and tourist town.

Students in remote fishing village of Haast speak to 
New Zealand Prime Minister John Key over Polycom

Follow Lynnette on Twitter 
@ LYNNETTE_PLCM What’s it like to be Prime Minister?  

Do you have a private jet?
What is the name of your cat?  

map source: nzstays.co.nz


